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specifically required by law is unrea-
sonable or impracticable, the Com-
mandant may permit the use of alter-
nate equipment apparatus, or arrange-
ment to such an extent and upon such 
conditions as will insure, to his satis-
faction, a degree of safety consistent 
with the minimum standards set forth 
in this part. 

§ 151.02–5 Design of unmanned barges. 
(a) In order not to inhibit design and 

application, the Commandant may ap-
prove vessels of novel design, both new 
and for conversion, after it is shown to 
his satisfaction that such a vessel is at 
least as safe as any vessel which meets 
the standards required by this part. 

(b) [Reserved] 

Subpart 151.03—Definitions 
§ 151.03–1 Definitions of terms. 

Certain terms used in the regulations 
in this subchapter are defined in this 
subpart. 

§ 151.03–3 Angle of downflooding. 
The angle of heel of the vessel at 

which any opening in the hull not pro-
vided with a water tight closure would 
be immersed. 

§ 151.03–5 Approved. 
This term means approved by the 

Commandant unless otherwise stated. 

§ 151.03–7 Barge. 
This term means any non-self-pro-

pelled vessel designed to carry cargo. 

§ 151.03–9 Cargo. 
This term means any liquid, gas or 

solid having one or more of the dan-
gerous properties defined in this sub-
chapter. 

§ 151.03–11 Coastwise. 
This designation refers to all vessels 

normally navigating the waters of any 
ocean or the Gulf of Mexico 20 nautical 
miles or less offshore. 

§ 151.03–13 Cofferdam. 
This term means a void or empty 

space separating two or more compart-
ments for the purpose of isolation or to 
prevent the contents of one compart-

ment from entering another in the 
event of the failure of the walls of one 
to retain their tightness. 

§ 151.03–15 Commandant. 

This term means Commandant of the 
U.S. Coast Guard. 

§ 151.03–17 Compatible. 

Compatible means that a cargo will 
not react in an unsafe manner with 
other cargo or materials used in con-
struction of the barge. The prime con-
siderations are the chemical, physical, 
or thermal properties of the reaction 
including heat, pressure, toxicity, sta-
bility, and explosive nature of the reac-
tion and its end products. 

§ 151.03–19 Environment. 

This term refers to the atmosphere 
within a cargo tank and the spaces ad-
jacent to the tank or spaces in which 
cargo is handled. 

§ 151.03–21 Filling density. 

The ratio, expressed as a percentage, 
of the weight of cargo that may be 
loaded into a tank compared to the 
weight of water that the tank will hold 
at 60 °F. The weight of a gallon of 
water at 60 °F in air shall be 8.32828 
pounds. 

§ 151.03–23 Flame arrestor. 

Any device or assembly of cellular, 
tubular, pressure or other type used for 
preventing the passage of flames into 
enclosed spaces. 

§ 151.03–25 Flame screen. 

A fitted single screen of corrosion-re-
sistant wire of at least 30 by 30 mesh or 
two fitted screens, both of corrosion-re-
sistant wire, of at least 20 by 20 mesh 
spaced not less than one-half inch or 
more than 11⁄2 inches apart. 

§ 151.03–27 Gas free. 

Free from dangerous concentrations 
of flammable or toxic gases. 

§ 151.03–29 Great Lakes. 

A designation for all vessels in Great 
Lakes service. 
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